Torrance First Baptist Church

the Proclaimer
January 2019

Inside this issue:
Words from Alex
Reflections from Rog
Townhall Meeting
Annual Meeting/Potluck
Christmas Card Exchange
Loaves & Fishes Update
2019 Offering Envelopes
2019 Flower Calendar
C4 Ministries & Kids
C4 Movie Night
Kids’ Night Out
Just for Kids
Winter Camp
Singles’ Ministry
TFB Academy
Calendar
Getting to Know You
TFB Missions Outreach
Reflections (cont.)
We Get Mail
Bereavement
People Needing Prayer
Tithes & Offering
Smile Awhile

2
2
3
3
3
3
3
3
4
4
4
4
4
5
5
6
7
8
9
9
9
9
9
10

Volume 32 Issue 1

2019 Blessings to you . . .

From your
TFB Staff:

Back row l. to r.: Randy Stager (Blended Worship Leader/
Choir Director), Sonja Sealey (Office Lead), Karla Gaines
(Children’s Ministries Director), Ann Pursche (Office
Volunteer), Karen Davis (Bookkeeper), Alex Chisholm
(Transitional Pastor), Peggy Moore (Front Desk Volunteer),
Front row l. to r.: Pastor Rog (Associate Pastor), Sharlene
Jackson (Receptionist), Tammy Hurtado (Nursery
Coordinator), Andrea Lavoie (Secretary), Barbara Harvey
(Front Desk Volunteer), and Bethany Landen (Children’s
Ministries Assistant)
Absent: Matt Strand (Youth/Young Adult Pastor) and Jay
Kim (Jr. High Director).

ATTENTION ALL
COMMITTEE CHAIRS & AND
GROUP LEADERS:
Proclaimers are also
available for viewing and
printing on-line:
www.tfbclife.org

2018

Your reports are due on or before January 13,
2019, so they can be included in the 2018
Year-End Report that will be made available to
the congregation at our Annual Business
Meeting on January 27.
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Message from our Transitional Pastor:

Dear church family,
"There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under heaven"
(Ecclesiastes 3:1).
Some folks have been wondering, "Isn't it time we put together a search committee and find a
permanent pastor? It's already 2019." Good question. As the transitional pastor from Transformation Ministries,
my answer is, "Not quite yet."
The advantage of having a transitional pastor is that he can do the dirty work. He can address the elephant in the
room. He can take the leadership through some sort of strategic planning and give the church a sense of purpose
and vision. He can get most, if not all the people, back on the same page. In other words, he can bring a certain
amount of health to the church and prepare it for a bright future. I don't think TFB is there yet. It will take a
little more time.
You need to understand a brand new pastor will not tackle many of the thorny, sensitive issues that all churches
face. As long as churches are made up of people, there will be problems. A new pastor does not want to alienate
people. A new pastor wants to build a supportive base. A new pastor wants to keep his job! Consequently, a
transitional pastor will do what most permanent pastors will not do.
In the meantime, I'm asking that you give me and the Strategic Leadership Team a little more time as we
attempt to bring vision and health to this church. I'm hoping three to six months will do. But please do not feel
you are out of the loop. We will give you regular updates. We are developing our Core Values as a church. This
should be completed next month, and we will give you a complete presentation. Also, when the TFB Search
Committee presents a pastoral candidate to the church family, you will be given ample opportunity to talk with
him or her and vote on this person's calling to TFB (that is, as long as you are a member of TFB). You have
complete say so. Transformation Ministries has none. They simply want to help more T.M. churches become
healthy.
I hope this helps. If you have any questions, do not hesitate to call me.

Pastor Alex

by Pastor Rog
Dear Church Family,
The year 2019 is almost upon
us, and we don’t know what is in
store for us. Thankfully, God
does. We have no idea what our
needs might be or how they will
be met, and this can cause us great
concern. What I have to
continually remind myself of is
that I do not go into the
UNKNOWN alone—the Lord
goes with me. Yes, with us. In
thinking of these things, I’m
reminded of how the apostle Paul
depended upon the Lord Jesus for
everything (his life, health,
sustenance, peace of heart, etc.) as
he was locked up in Rome under
house arrest. He could have been

negative and fearful about his future,
but he wasn’t. As he prayed for the
Lord’s guidance and blessing, the
Lord answered his prayers in
wonderful ways. One of the ways
was through a love gift coming to
him from the church in Philippi.
Please read Philippians 4:10-13 here.
The Lord has many ways of
ministering to us in our time of need,
and oh, how we praise Him for His
answers!
In our Scripture passage, Paul
was content with what the Lord had
given to him, but things were tight.
Not knowing whom the Lord was
speaking to on His behalf, the church
in Philippi was impressed by the
Holy Spirit to minister to Paul’s

needs. They obeyed. And oh,
how this encouraged his heart!
Pauls’ admonition in verse 13 has
always stirred my heart. He said,
“I can do all things through
Christ Who strengthens me.”
Have you noticed how easy it
is for us to be fearful? I sure have.
As I write this, the Lord reminded
me of a situation in my life which
was very stressful. A call had
come for me to minister God’s
Continued on p. 9
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Townhall Meeting
January 6
12:30 p.m.
This will be an opportunity for TFB members to
share their hopes, dreams, and concerns for our
church. So be sure to come and share your ideas.

ANNUAL MEETING
& POTLUCK
JANUARY 27
We will meet in the
Gym and review the year
that has passed, give thanks
to the Lord for what He has
done, and focus on the
vision He
has given us for 2019. Those with
last names beginning with A-M,
bring a main dish; N-Z, a salad.

Loaves & Fishes
Update
What a beautiful
closing of our 29th year at
Torrance First Baptist Church
serving the community. This
last month we served about 110 guests which
included 19 children.
We had plenty of hygiene items to give to the
adults, and the children received 2 gifts each.
The program went beautifully. Marlene played
Christmas songs for the guests to sing and Pastor
Rog brought a beautiful message.
It was organized chaos, as one table was being
called to get their lunch, another table was called
to get clothing, and the children were called to
receive their gifts. Then when the adults were
ready to go, they went into another room and
received their toiletries.
We had between 30 to 40 volunteers helping
for the whole program, and I would like to express
my gratitude to ALL who helped in various ways
to be able to provide these services to the needy.
Emma (who attended TFB years ago) brought
her friends to help, and four young ladies came
with their group leader from Ek Kardia to serve
and help.
If you have a desire to help in any way (for an
hour, half a day, a full day, or just to provide a
casserole) at the Loaves and Fishes Ministry on the
first Saturday of the month, let me know, or you
can just show up and we will put you to work.
Linda and the Loaves and Fishes Team
Matt 25:40 and 1 Peter 5:4

Christmas Card
Exchange
The Christmas Card Exchange Box will be in the
foyer through January 6.
The office will not be able to mail any cards that
are not picked up, so be sure and check to see if
there are any for you.

Altar Flowers
for 2019

The new offering envelopes
for 2019 are in the foyer. If you
haven’t yet picked yours up,
please do so ASAP. If you don’t
have any assigned to you but
would like some, call the office.

The Flower Calendar for 2019 is in the foyer. If you would like to
celebrate a special event in your life or honor a loved one, please sign
up to reserve your preferred date—one sign-up per date, please. The
cost is $70 per arrangement and is tax deductible.
Please choose one date per family until all have had an opportunity
to sign up. You may make your payment any time before your
chosen date. Mark your envelope “TFB Flower Donation” to get
credit for your gift.
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HIGH SCHOOL

Just for

Pizza, drinks, and snacks provided.

AKA PARENTS’ DATE NIGHT

January 18, 6 p.m.
Parents, leave the kids (infants through 5th grade)
to have dinner and a movie with us while you
enjoy a night out together. We are asking for a
donation of $3/child.
(This event occurs on the 3rd Friday
of each month.)

WINTER CAMPS
Young Adult Retreat, Camp Edwards, 1/18-21 ~ $100
Jr. High, Camp Edwards, 2/8-10 ~ $80
High School, Camp Edwards, 2/15-18 ~ $100
Juniors (3-6 grades), Forest Home, 2/22-24 ~ $185
Sign up with $50 deposit
If you’d like to help a youngster go to camp, who could not otherwise afford it,
please write “Camp Scholarship Fund ” on your envelope.
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Dinner Night ~ Saturday, January 12, 6:30 p.m. ~ Meet at
Islands Restaurant, 2647 Pacific Coast Highway, Torrance (in
the Rolling Hills Plaza).
Game Night ~ Saturday, January 26, 6:30 p. m. ~ Meet at
Gloria Pedersen’s, 817 Amapola Avenue in Old Towne
Torrance. Bring drinks and snacks to share.
For additional questions, suggestions, or more information, call Gloria, 562/505-4495.

TFB Academy

By Laura Springer, M.Div., Th.M, Ph.D.

“Time to go to church.” It's a useful phrase, and we know what we
mean. But what happens if we change it up a bit and say, “Let's be
church”? All of a sudden things are a bit different. Location is less
important. Possible church activities are without number. All of a
sudden there are more questions to ask and fewer routines to fall back
on. The phrase helps us realize that we are Kingdom of God
Messengers (2 Corinthians 5). So, we continually decide to honor
God in all we do and think, commit ourselves to remain faithful to
him in all of life, and serve him by serving in the church and as the
church.
Decide to honor God in all we do and think. The only evidencebased decision regarding our response to God is the decision to honor
and thank him as God (Romans 1:18-23). This is true for humans,
whether Christian or not. Christians decide to honor God in all of
life—especially in the ordinary dailies. We honor God by carrying out
our two main tasks: worshiping God and making disciples.
Commit ourselves to remain faithful to Christ in all of life. As

followers of Christ, we make the commitment to trust him with all we are and do. This is the substance of our
assurance that God will do what he promises and the conviction that trust in God is more true than physical sight
(Hebrews 11:1). This faithfulness, worked out and proclaimed in the context of ordinary life, proclaims the
Kingdom to our neighbors. Our individual lives of faithfulness shape our communal life as TFB, for we are
members one of another. Therefore, every gathering, from formal worship to business meeting, and every act,
from balancing the books to sharing the Gospel, becomes an opportunity to focus on God and bring him glory.
Faithfulness has the capacity to shape every moment.
Serve Christ by serving IN the church. As followers of Christ, we serve in the church and as the church.
In the church, we serve one another so that together we might mature as a church, becoming more like Christ
through the ministry of every member (Ephesians 4:11-16). As we gather for worship, the bond among members
and between each member and Christ is strengthened. Every time we gather, we have an opportunity to serve one
another and help each other grow as disciples.
Serve Christ by serving AS the church. As the church, we serve as ambassadors of reconciliation,
proclaiming the message that God is in the world, reconciling the world to himself through Christ (2 Corinthians
5:16-21). Through our words, actions, and values we proclaim that the Kingdom of God is here. We disperse for
service, proclaiming the kingdom of God in those places through word and deed.
Whether gathered as worshipers or dispersed as ambassadors, we are the church and members one of
another. By gathering, we grow as ambassadors of reconciliation. By dispersing, we live as worshipers.
Decide. Commit. Serve. These three acts can fill a lifetime with the glory of God, yet we do them moment
by moment. Each day brings new opportunities to worship God and make disciples. Each gathering brings new
opportunities to help one another do this just a little bit better.
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5:30p Annual
Meeting &
Potluck

27

7p FacMan Team

21

20

12:15p SLT
Mtng. w/ lunch

13
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7

6

2:30p Sing at
Royalwood
12:30p Townhall
Meeting
6p H.S. Movie
Night

MON

SUN
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28

6p Ministry Teams:
Fellowship, GO,
Outreach, Worship,
Disc. Dev. & Finance
7p Deacon/ess Mtngs

22

15

12n Shut-in Meeting

8

29

23

16

9

2

1 Office closed
Happy New Year

WED

TUE

6:30p Singles’
Game Night

26

Upcoming February Events:

31

25

19

6:30p Singles’
Dinner Out

12

11a Loaves &
Fishes

5

SAT

6p Kids’ Night Out 7p Share & Care

18

11

All day set up for
Loaves & Fishes

4

FRI

2/2 ~ Loaves & Fishes. 11a
2/8 ~ Seniors & Friends “Friendship” Luncheon, 12n
2/9 ~ Singles’ Dinner Out, 6:30p
2/15 ~ Kids’ Night Out, 6p
2/18 ~ Office Closed for Presidents’ Day
2/23 ~ Singles’ Game Night, 6:30p

30

24

17

7p Beacon Light
Mission

10

3

THU

Saturday
Men’s BSF Leaders, 6 a.m.
7th Day Baptists, 9 a.m.

Friday
Ladies meet @ Denny’s for Bkfst., 9 a.m.
Small Group @ Greteman’s, 6:15 p.m.

Thursday
Ladies’ Bible Study, 2 p.m.
C4 College Group, 7 p.m.
[both of the above not on 1/3]
7th Day Baptist Bible Study, 7 p.m.

Wednesday
Men’s Lunch @ Sizzler, 1 p.m.
Family Dinner, 6 p.m.
Colossians Kids, 6:30 p.m.
Knowing God Small Group, 6:30 p.m.
Small Group w/Pastor Alex, 6:30p
Jr. High QUEST, 6:30 p.m.
[all the above except 1/2]
Choir Practice, 7 p.m.
Open Volleyball, 8:15 p.m.

Tuesday
C4 High School Leadership, 5:30 p.m.
C4 High School, 7 p.m. [except 1/1]

Monday
Ladies’ Prayer, 10:00 a.m.
Men’s BSF, 6:55 p.m.

Worship Services:
9:15 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Adult Sunday School, 9:15 & 11 a.m.
Worship & Witness, 6 p.m.
Children’s Church, 9:15 a.m.
Patio Fellowship, 10:30 a.m.
Children & Youth S.S., 11 a.m.

Recurring Weekly Events:
Sunday
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“Getting to Know You”
by Gloria Pedersen
Barbara Fuller
In this first edition of the “Proclaimer” for 2019 we are featuring Barbara
Fuller. Barbara has been attending Torrance First Baptist Church for about
three years, and she attends the first service.
One of her favorite chapters in the Bible is Romans 12. First, she would
like to remind us that we are “living sacrifices.” This puts into perspective
how we are to live, which is very different from the way those who are not
following Jesus live. He helps us to be like Him as a gracious, loving, and kind person, but also as servants
and as fellow sufferers. Barbara trusts Him to renew her mind according to His will. She also believes that we
are called to serve each other and honor others above ourselves. Everyone is included and all gifts are
important. Verse 12 has been very significant to Barbara, especially during the last year: “Be joyful in hope,
patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.” We are to rejoice with those who rejoice and weep with those who
weep and live at peace as far as it depends on us. When we are treated wrongly, we are to let God take care of
it. We are to overcome evil with good. These are daily challenges by which Barbara lives.
Barbara has been a teacher for the past 20 years, and for the past 15 years she has been a third-grade
teacher at First Lutheran School in Torrance. She is grateful to be able to teach the students what they need to
know academically and also teach them the Good News of Jesus Christ.

Barbara loves to look at houses, watch movies, go to plays, read, and listen to Christian and classical
music. She is also an accomplished pianist and has played the piano since she was in the third grade.
Barbara would like for us to know that by God’s grace and mercy, she has known Jesus all of her life. She
officially accepted Him as her Savior and was baptized when she was eight years old. After graduating from
high school, she attended and graduated from Pacific Christian College (now called Hope International
University) in Fullerton, California.
In 1979, Barbara married Bob Fuller whom she had met in her high school youth group at Lawndale
Christian Church (now Restoration Life Christian Church). Two daughters were born to Bob and Barbara—
Laura and Megan. Barbara’s husband, Bob, was instrumental in helping her get back to school and earn her
teaching credential. Then, tragically, he was in a fatal car accident and went to heaven 20 years ago.
As she journeys through life, she is seeing that God really “is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask
or imagine, according to His power that is at work within us” (Ephesians 3:20).
Several things that you might be surprised to know about Barbara are:
1. She knew from the time she was in the fourth grade that she wanted to be a teacher. And, she feels blessed
to be able to do what she has wanted to do as a career ever since she was a little girl.
2. Barbara is doing graduate work towards a Master’s degree in education. This is keeping Barbara’s schedule
very full; and, therefore, she doesn’t have much discretionary time to pursue the hobbies and activities that she
enjoys.
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FUQUA’S HIGHWAYS
(update from Ron & Debbie Fuqua with Wycliffe)
Dear friends,
We trust you had a great Thanksgiving! It seems not that long ago that we
arrived in New Jersey from Romania on August 9 to start our furlough time.
We had about a week to adjust and then Debbie’s mom had her first surgery
on Aug 15. It went very well. Later that day we found out that on the other
side of the country our first grandchild, Micah Jaeden Fuqua, was making his
appearance. It was fun later that afternoon to be able to video chat with proud
parents Peter & Ellie from their hospital room directly to Debbie’s mom’s
hospital room.
We stayed with Debbie’s mom until she was able to be independent again, and then got to
spend 2 weeks in Micah’s neck of the woods, in California. The picture is from Debbie’s
birthday October 1 (with Micah, of course).
Soon we were back in the New Jersey area, and the doctors were able to schedule the knee
surgery for Debbie’s mom (Oct. 22). This second surgery went well, and she has been
progressing with her physical therapy sessions, getting stronger each day.
Our daughter Julie also came out to spend two weeks with us, including Thanksgiving Day
which we celebrated along with Debbie’s brother’s family. [We are now in] California again for
some extended time with family and supporters. We will be in Torrance from early December to
the end of February. On February 26th, we plan to travel up to Portland, Oregon to spend a
week with Billy & Christine and Danny & Carissa. We have some partners in the Portland area
as well.... Then the last week of our furlough, we will be back with Debbie’s mom before we
head back to Romania on March 12.
The second week of October, Ron left on a trip to Germany to attend a leadership training
course, then stayed two weeks in Romania, and then a week in Macedonia for our Leadership team meetings for our
Roma team….
Ron continues as the team leader for Scripture Engagement. October 15 found Ron at a Leadership training event
called “Leading with Coaching Skills.” The focus there was to help people we are leading to take a fresh look at their
challenges and have them come up with their own doable solutions. The training went well, and it was fun to meet up
with some good Wycliffe friends that he hadn’t seen in a few years. The next two weeks in Romania were very
productive doing a lot of little but important things like paying the rent, filling prescriptions, doing some maintenance on
the car, etc. It was topped off by going with our teammate Zoltan to a Roma Workers’ conference. There were various
breakout sessions in which participants focused on social work, education, and church ministry topics. Since they had
Internet and a projector available, Ron and Zoltan were able to use that to make an interactive presentation of our team’s
work from this past year, demonstrating the Romani Scripture website, the Facebook pages, telephone apps, and videos.
We’re excited about the potential this group has for collaboration and encouragement between different ministries.
Finally Ron traveled with teammate David to our Roma Leadership Team meetings in Skopje, the capital of the
Republic of Macedonia (soon to be called “North Macedonia”). Our team heard reports from Roma pastors and others
working with Roma, about the challenges and opportunities for work among the people there.
In other brief news: There is now an app available for John chapters 18-20 in the Google Play Store for the
Carpathian Romani dialect. This is the first app prepared for this group, and it’s exciting to see it offered online. Zoltan
and Peter (another colleague on the team) are currently in the southern Romania area again for the first week of
December. They are promoting the videos, the Life of Abraham and the Life of Joseph phone apps, and audio CDs.
Florian, the Roma translator, is also with them. Last week Florian was in a checking session looking at the translation of
the book of Judges. Early next year (early 2019) Zoltan is making plans to go to southern Hungary for a few months to
help another teammate to facilitate Scripture Engagement and promotion work with the Roma group in that area.
Praise and prayer points: Praise God for our grandson Micah’s safe arrival. He seems to be doing well, getting bigger
every day. Praise that Debbie’s mom’s surgeries went well, and that she is recovering nicely. It’s also been great to
have Thanksgiving with her and the family in New Jersey. Praise for our Oregon kids (Billy & Christine and Danny &
Carissa) who will be down in California with us this Christmas season. Pray for the continuing work in Romania,
along with opportunities our group has to do ministry with Roma people in countries around Romania.
We thank God for little Micah, and we pray for his health and growth (Luke 2:52). We are also reminded of the One
Who came for us, told about in Isaiah 9:6, “For a child is born to us, a son is given to us. The government will rest on his
shoulders. And he will be called: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” Thank you
again for your part in getting that message out to the Roma. A Merry Christmas to all of you!

TFB Mission Outreach
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Word in Ethiopia. My itinerary had me stop over in
Nairobi, Kenya for the night. While there, it occurred to
me that on my return I would be charged an airport tax to
re-enter Kenya. My cash supply was short and I would
be in deep trouble with the authorities. What was I to
do? I prayed earnestly asking the Lord for His grace and
blessing. The next morning while waiting to board my
plane, a man, whom I casually knew, saw me and asked
me if I had a need. Yes, was my quick reply. He
reached into his pocket and handed me $100, which
more than met my need. He had no idea he would meet
me half-a-world-away, but like the believers in Philippi,
he was available to be used of the Lord. Another verse
from Philippians raced through my mind at that moment:
“And my God shall supply all your need
according to His riches in glory by Christ
Jesus” (Philippians 4:19).
As I went out into the unknown in Ethiopia, this
encouraged me to keep my eyes on the Lord in all
situations rather than to let my heart be gripped by fear.
Dear family, I’m still learning this.
This year may we all remember that our Heavenly
Father knows our needs before we do, and He is there to
minister to us. May we intently keep our eyes on Him.
And may we be useable in His Hands to minister to the
needs of others as my friend and the believers in Philippi
were when the Holy Spirit spoke to their hearts.
Please know that it will be our joy to pray with and
for you as we begin this year together living under His
care.
Rejoicing in Him,
Pastor Rog & Joyce

We Get Mail

Dear TFB,
I just want to say, Merry
Christmas & Happy New Year,
and I am so thankful for our
pastors.
God bless you all,
Melissa Bayless

At this difficult time, please pray for the following families who have lost their loved
one:

TFB attendee, Carl Cook,
went to be with the Lord and
TFB member, Barbara Rudé,

Please pray for the following
who need continued prayer:
Barbara Ashcraft, Bob Baker, Michael
Banfield, Nancy Christensen, Julie Cochran,
Tom Cochran, Mary Crutchfield, Ruth
Easley, Elle Estee, Dutchess Gattis, Janet
Graves, Mary Jacobsen, Barbara Johnson,
Bill Johnson, Josephine Joosten, Helen
Kessenich, Joan Kindt, Joy Moore, Bill
Morgan, Joy Pierson, Darlene Purdom,
Penny Rahmeyer, Jean Rayner, Connie
Reimer, Edna Hazel Ruth, Claudine
Schultz, Mary Schultz, Jo Standifer, Bill &
Gerri Stoodley, Tammie Wakefield, Gertie
Wissinger, and Art Zeller.

In a moment, everything changed! Jesus Christ—
He made each star and galaxy.
His birth fulfilled each prophecy.
His power made the blind to see. His sacrifice set people free.
His resurrection proved to be the turning point of history.
Merry Christmas! We are grateful for the generous
support for the Ranchers at Rainbow Acres.
Steve Roblee

Thank you for giving approximately
$34,713 in the month of November.
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Q: What do snowmen eat for breakfast? A: Frosted Flakes.
Q: What is it called when a snowman gets angry? A: A meltdown.
Q: What did one snowman say to the other? A: Do you smell carrots?
Q: What is an old snowman called? A: Water
“A merry heart does good, like medicine” (Proverbs 17:22, NKJV).
The Proclaimer is a monthly publication of the First Baptist Church of Torrance, California, located at 2118 West Carson Street
(6 blocks east of Crenshaw). Sunday services: 9:15 a.m. Worship Gathering (Contemporary Service); 11:00 a.m. Blended Service
(with Sunday School for all ages); and 6:00 p.m. Evening Service. Mid-week events for children and students: C4 College; C4 High
School; C4 Jr. High Quest; and Colossians Kids for children.
For more information, contact the church office: 310.328.5030 or tfbc@pacbell.net. Or visit us on the web at www.tfbclife.org

