Torrance First Baptist Church

the Proclaimer
June 2017
Inside this issue:
The Pastor’s Heart
Reflections
Srs. & Friends Outing
Work Day
2017 Graduates
We Get Mail
H.S. Fancy Night
H.S. Movie Night
Junior Summer Camp
Message from Ann
Summer Camps
Singles’ Ministry
TFB Academy
Calendar
Just for Kids
Kids Night Out
TFB Global Outreach
Reflections (cont.)
New Babies
Bereavement
Prayer Requests
Tithes & Offerings
Smile Awhile

2
2
3
3
3
3
4
4
4
4
4
5
5
6
7
7
8
9
9
9
9
9
10

Volume 30 Issue 6

Sunday, June 4
10:30 a.m.
We will celebrate May & June
birthdays with a Continental
Breakfast in the annex/gym
during fellowship time.

Fellowship Brunch

Women’s Ministries presents

Friday, June 9 ~ 6 p.m.
All ladies are invited to join us here at TFB to enjoy dinner and a
movie (the name of which will be announced later). This is a FREE
event but our dinner will be a true Potluck. So each lady is asked to
bring a dish of her choice to share.
Sign up in the patio.

You are
invited . . .
Saturday
June 17
12 noon~4 p.m.
Proclaimers are also
available for viewing and
printing on-line:
www.tfbclife.org

Come join us as we celebrate Dick & Kathy Hills’ 50th wedding
anniversary here in the gym and annex with a luncheon. No gifts,
please. RSVP to Becky, 310/371-5123, by June 13th.
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This past Sunday I quoted the
following: “Only one life, ’twill
soon be past; only what’s done for
Christ will last.” This phrase sure
has a way of drilling down to the
spiritual bottom line. But I think it
can also seem more like just a nice
quaint phrase. I mean does this
phrase mean I should do nothing
that is not done for Christ? So
maybe vacations are out; so are
eating and sleeping, going to a job
that has nothing to do with Christ,

or many others activities we each
do as we live life.
I think we all would agree that
is taking the concept too far. After
all if we do not eat or sleep, our
life here on earth would be cut
very short and what we do for
Christ may last, but it wouldn’t be
much.
I think the real impact behind
this phrase is a reminder that while
we are doing all we do to live life
here on earth, our ultimate
objective is to serve Christ. That
means we place serving Christ as
more important than all these
earthly things, and that we look for
ways to serve Christ even through
some of these things.
Let me try to paint a practical
picture of this through my
experience in playing basketball.
Every team I played with had as
their ultimate goal to win the
league championship. In order to
do that, we needed to win the next

week’s game. In order to do that,
we needed to develop our
basketball skills and teamwork. In
order to do that, we needed to
practice hard and long. We would
spend far more time doing the hard
things in practice than actually
playing the games. When we
slacked off in spending our time
and energy in practice, we had a
harder time winning the next
game—and therefore less chance of
winning the league championship.
The point? We are to walk
through life (practice) keeping our
ultimate goal in mind. We are to
work hard at developing our skills
in order to fulfill our goal. And we
are to move forward each day and
week with effort in order to hear
from God “well done thou good and
faithful servant.”
May God build into your heart
and soul a passion for serving Him.
Pastor Charlie

by Pastor Rog
Dear Church Family,
We all have experienced great
times of disappointment in our
lives. It is as Job states in Job 5:7,
“Yet man is born to trouble
as sure as sparks fly
upward.”
How true! The question is then
asked, “When these unsettling
situations invade our lives, what
are we to do?” You can call out to
God. Does He hear the cries of
His children? Oh, yes! Praise
Him.
One such child of the Lord who
believed in prayer was the prophet
Jeremiah. You see, he was in
prison and the Babylonian Army
was destroying the city of
Jerusalem. On top of this, the
Southern Kingdom of Judah was

crippled—spiritually, politically
and militarily, and Jeremiah, God’s
man, had been thrown in prison
because he dared to speak God’s
Word to the people. (You talk
about sparks flying upward.) It is
here that Jeremiah pours out his
heart to God in prayer. Please
notice how the Lord answers his
prayer:
“Call to Me and I will
answer you and tell you great
and unsearchable things you
do not know” (Jeremiah 33:3,
NIV).
Wow, what an answer! Now,
we realize that a profound answer
to our prayers like this doesn’t
always occur, but our Lord always
answers our prayers. We know that
His answers to our prayers vary—

yes, no, or wait, but He always
answers.
It is at this point that God’s
Word reminds me of some
important truths about my prayer
life. These truths are for all of us.
First, we need to remember
that our prayers are directed to the
glorious God of the universe Who
invites us to call out to Him. To
Jeremiah, He said, “Call to Me.”
Think of it, the God of all
power invites us to come to Him
not only with our worship but with
our concerns. Our God is one of
Continued on p. 9
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Seniors to
Tanaka Farms
Strawberry Tour
June 27 (Tuesday) ~ 9 a.m.
The cost of the tour is $15. You will also need
money for lunch on the way home.
Here are a few notices from Tanaka Farms:
Containers for picking will be provided.
Public drinking water is NOT available. Bring your
own water or bottled water is available for purchase at
$2/bottle.
For your safety, we recommend wearing comfortable
shoes that you don’t mind getting dirty. Please avoid
wearing sandals/flip-flops, open-toed shoes or high heels.
Sign up in the patio.

Saturday
June 10~9 a.m.
Work
Day

We Get Mail

YOU are needed to help
keep our church building in
good repair.
We have many projects
that need to be completed and
many hands make light work,
so please come help.
A Continental breakfast
and lunch will be available for
all of our workers.

College
William Morris, B.S. Humboldt University
Brianna Powell, B.A. Cal State, Fullerton

High School
Alexi Anderson
Parker Channell
Claire Dean
Emma Duane
Jonathan Gatsoff
Caitlin Harris
Sarah Leisy

Ashley Leyman
Devyn Mahon
Collin McDaniel
Jonathan Montgomery
Avalon Norris
Blake Peters
Zane Sealey

Jr. High
Ava Arquisch
Brenley Koepp
Sophia Salitrero
A. J. Sigsbury

Con“grad”ulations

Dear Church Family,
Thank you for the beautiful plant, for the prayers for Doug throughout his
illness, and for our family now.
Pastor Rog and Pastor Charlie visited us in the hospital and at home and
helped to make Doug’s service wonderful and memorable—thank you.
I would also like to thank Neville & Irene Hardy for their visits and prayers.
Thank you also to the Deaconesses for their cards and Debbie Nawa for her
calls and visits.
I appreciate everyone who helped with Doug’s service, especially Pam
Fisher for her accompaniment and Vicky Breese for her beautiful song.
It has been a very hard time for our family, but we have seen a tremendous
outpouring of love by God’s people.
Love,
Janet Luden
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Events
Fancy Night

June 6 (Tuesday)
For our regular
meeting night,
at 7 p.m., we
will be
dressing in our
fanciest duds
and enjoying
dinner
together.

HIGH SCHOOL

June 11, 6 p.m.

Juniors’ Lightseekers’ Camp
June 26-30 ~ $300
Kids going into 3rd-6th grades are
invited to have a great week of fun at
Mile High Pines ziplining, canoeing,
rock-climbing, swimming, participating
in archery, and so much more to choose
from. Of course, it will also be a time
of drawing closer to the Lord and
gaining His strength and courage as we
study Joshua 1:9.
Sign up with Karla Gaines.
Zipline

Rock Wall

A Message from Ann
We are entering the “home stretch” of the school
year; the students are entering their final month of
school prior to Summer and, for most of our group,
the final weeks at their high schools. This means
events like Proms, Finals, Baccalaureates,
Commencements, and parties are all vying for their
attention (and time). Perhaps that it is appropriate
that I am teaching on the “End of the World” in
Sunday School—it’s not really the same thing, but
for some, they act as if it is. However, just as the end
of one world means a new one will emerge in God’s
timing and plan, so a new phase of ministry will
begin as we transition into our Summer Program and
welcome a small group of Freshmen to our ministry.
Right after the Torrance USD kids get out, I am
taking a few of the students with me as Assistant
Leaders to our Lightseekers’ Children’s Camp.
Two weeks later (July 9-14), we will take as
many of the students that we can to Thousand Pines
for High School Camp.
Once we get back from that, I am told that I must
have “lots of fun things for us to do.” Well, we shall
see about that. With the fun though, the ladies want
to restart our Girl’s Bible Study, and I think we will
finally be able to get the Guys’ study going too.
Last month I wrote about “Fruit” and we are still
seeing the results from our Rooted group. Since we
started Rooted, we have seen two guys in our group
come to know Christ. In the next Proclaimer, I hope
to share with you that we will have had a few
baptisms.
This gives me the perfect opportunity to pitch
the adult Rooted group being offered. It really is a
powerful study, one that God can use to change lives
forever. I encourage you to consider it.
That’s all for now. As always, pray for us
(and me)!
Ann

Swimming

Summer Camp Schedule
Juniors Lightseeker’s Summer camp: June 26-30 @ Mile High Pines, $300
Jr. High Summer Camp: July 2-7 @ Thousand Pines, $369
High School Camp: July 9-14 @ Thousand Pines, $369
Theme for both Jr. High and High School:
Inconceivable, A timeless Tale of Undying Love
Sign up in the patio with a $50 deposit.
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Enjoy Time with the Singles’ Fellowship
Please invite your single friends.

Dinner Night ~ Saturday, June 10, 6:30 p.m. ~ Meet at
BJ’s Restaurant, 3525 W. Carson Street, #168, in Torrance
(Del Amo Fashion Center off of Fashion Way).
Game Night ~ Saturday, June 24, at 6:30 p.m.
Meet at Brenda-Jean Shephard’s, 25397 Pine Creek Lane, in
Wilmington, 310/901-0816. Bring snacks to share.
For additional questions, suggestions, or more information, call Gloria, 562/505-4495.

What difference does Jesus’ divinity make?

TFB Academy

“Jesus Is Divine”

By Laura K. Springer, M.Div., Th.M.

Jesus is the Creator and Lord of creation, and
without him, no created thing was made (Hebrews
1:2; John 1). He is Lord of all, and he has been
given the name above all other names. At his
name, every knee will bow, and every tongue will
confess that he is Lord (Philippians 2:9-11).

Jesus is the radiance and exact representation of the Father (Hebrews 1:3). He is the final and best revelation of
God to creation. Therefore, he is better than prophets, angels, or miracles. All these point to God, but Jesus
points to himself and says, “Whoever has seen me has seen the Father” (John 14:9).
Jesus is the Lord of the Church, present with her to the end of the age (Matthew 28:16-20). As the Lord of the
Church, he has given commands that all Christians are to observe (Matthew 28:20). These commands fill the
Gospel of Matthew. But he has not simply given commands and left. Rather, he has promised to be present
with us until we see him face to face in his Kingdom. He is
present with us to the end of the age (Matthew 28:20).

“Jesus is the radiance
and exact
representation of the
Father” (Hebrews 1:3).

As Lord and Creator, Jesus cares about every aspect of creation.
There is no part of life and work outside of his concern, and
every good thing we do can be worship. As the radiance and the
exact representation of the Father, Jesus communicates
everything we need to know about God, so we need not seek
special knowledge or experiences. As the ever present Lord of
the Church, Jesus has shown and commanded the sort of people we are to be, and we can rest in his care. The
life of faith is not some strange thing, cut off from the rest of reality. It is our ordinary, everyday life, pointed
toward Jesus, who is the one true God, present in our ordinariness.
Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in these last days he
has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the
world. He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe
by the word of his power (Hebrews 1:1-3a, ESV).

June

Colossians Kids leave 9a Srs. to Tanaka
for Summer Camp
Farms

27

28

Upcoming July Events

All day prep for
Loaves & Fishes
Colossians Kids
home from camp

7/1 ~ Loaves & Fishes, 11a
 7/2 ~ One Combined Service & BBQ; 10:30a
 7/2-7 ~ Jr. High Summer Camp
 7/4 ~ Office Closed for Independence Day
 7/8 ~ Norma Vinsonhaler’s 100th B’day Party, 1p
 7/8 ~ Singles’ Dinner Out, 6:30p
 7/9-14 ~ High School Summer Camp
 7/21 ~ Family Movie Night
 7/22 ~ Singles’ Game Night, 6:30p
 7/24-28 ~ Vacation Bible School, 6:30p

29

30

26

5:20p Prayer
Gathering

6:30p Singles’
Game Night

24

25

22

23

21

7p Finance & FacMan 6p Ministry Teams:
Teams
Fellowship, GO,
Outreach, Worship,
& Disc. Dev.
7p Deacon/ess

20

19

S.S. Promotion
Grad Recognition

17

18 Father’s Day

16

9a Work Day
6:30p Singles’
Dinner Out

10

6p Kids’ Night Out 12n Hill’s 50th
7p Young Marrieds Anniversary
7p Share & Care

15

6p Women’s
Dinner & Movie

9

FRI
SAT
2
3
All day prep for
11a Loaves &
Loaves & Fishes
Fishes
7p Young Marrieds

5:20p Prayer Time
6p H.S. Movie
Night

14

13

11

12

NEW: 12:30p
7p Beacon
All Men invited to Light Mission
meet for lunch
every Wednesday
at Sizzler

8

7

THU
1

7p H.S. Fancy Night

WED

6

5

4

TUE

10:30a Continental
Breakfast
2p Sing @
Royalwood

MON

SUN
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Worship Services:
9:15 a.m., 11 a.m. & 6 p.m.
Adult Sunday School, 9:15 & 11 a.m.
Children’s Church, 9:15 a.m.
Patio Fellowship, 10:30 a.m.
Children & Youth S.S., 11 a.m.
New Covenant Children’s S.S., 11 a.m.
New Covenant (Korean) Worship, 12:45 p.m.
New Covenant (Korean) Fellowship, 2 p.m.
NeXus (Young Adult/College), 7 p.m.
Monday
Ladies’ Prayer, 10:00 a.m.
King’s Family Karate, 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday
High School Leadership, 5:30 p.m.
High School Revive, 7 p.m.
Wednesday
Men meet for lunch @ Sizzler, 12:30p
Family Dinner, 6 p.m. [not after 6/14]
Colossians Kids, 6:45 p.m. [not after 6/14]
Jr. High QUEST, 6:45 p.m. [not after 6/14]
“Crazy Love” Bible Study, 6:45 p.m.
[not after 6/14]
Choir Practice, 7 p.m.
New Covenant (Korean) Bible Study, 8 p.m.
Open Volleyball, 8:15 p.m.
Thursday
“Rooted” Bible Study, 7p
Friday
Ladies meet @ Denny’s for Bkfst., 9 a.m.
Saturday
New Covenant (Korean) Prayer, 6 a.m.

Sunday

Recurring Weekly Events:
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Just for
llo
ye
w

KIDS

Friday, June 16, 6-9 p.m.
a.k.a

Kids (infants through 5th grade) will have
dinner and a movie, while their parents get an
evening to themselves. This is a once-a-month
event on the 3rd Friday of each month for only
$3 per child. This will be an end-of-the-school
year bash.
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TFB Global Outreach
A Letter from Gary Wagner
President & CEO of
Rainbow Acres

(A residential Christian Community serving Adults with
Developmental Disabilities)

David

Dear Charles [and Torrance First Baptist Church],
I wish we could sit down for a good visit, so I could share with
you some wonderful stories of the Ranchers at Rainbow Acres. Over the
next few months, I’ll try to share with you a few.
On the surface, David looks just like a regular guy, his disabilities
are invisible. He is handsome, laid back, and comfortable with himself.
David works hard [and] he holds two jobs: one at Cliff Castle Lodge in
Camp Verde on the Banquet Services staff, and one at Rainbow Acres in
the Palmer Community Center as a member of the Kitchen Crew. This
same Kitchen Crew, led by Chef April Palmer, won the Golden Plate
Award from the Yavapai County Health Department. This designation
resulted from a lot of hard work by David and his co-workers to keep the
kitchen clean and follow the guidelines set forth by the County.
In January, Cliff Castle Lodge recognized David for 15 years of
loyal service in Banquet Services. He didn’t just get a plaque and a hand
shake, they gave him a wonderful monetary reward too! They recognize a
good employee when they see one. This is a very admirable
accomplishment!
David contributes a portion of his earnings to pay for his living
expenses here at Rainbow. The ability to personally contribute is a source
of personal pride and achievement.
As with every visit, I’d thank you for the compassionate and
loving support you show for “our hard-working Ranchers” at Rainbow
Acres with each gift you give. May God bless you! Your mission
partnership is so important. It changes lives!
For the Ranchers,
Gary W. Wagner
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Continued from p. 2

love, compassion, and grace.
Second, by faith, I need to be expectant regarding His
answer. To Jeremiah, He said, “I will answer you.” Yes,
we are to pray with faith (Hebrews 11:6), but we must
always leave the results with Him. It has been said that
the only prayer that God does not answer is the prayer not
prayed. We make requests but these are left in His Hands.
Perhaps, like me, you’ve caught yourself worrying about
difficult situations only to realize that you’ve “placed” the
Lord “on the sidelines” by not opening yourself up to Him
in prayer. I’m guilty. Sorry, Lord.
Third, God told Jeremiah that He would show him
“great and unsearchable things, which you do not know.”
Jeremiah’s situation was critical—he was in prison, but
the Lord wanted him to know that He was mindful of his
situation and that He would be working on his behalf.
Jeremiah’s part was to place his faith in God’s plan for the
future and commit himself to God’s care in the present
(Psalm 37:5).
If you are in a situation like unto Jeremiah (in great
need), please know He is watching out for you. He is
faithful.
I’m so thankful for Him,

Please pray for the following families who
have recently lost loved ones:
Mara Pagniano’s Aunt Coco passed away;
and
long-time TFB member
Loretta Barnett is now with
the Lord.

Pastor Rog

Please pray for the following from our
church family who have on-going needs:
Michael Banfield, Reba Belcher, Julie
Cochran, Tom Cochran, Gloria Deering, Leah
Douglas, Virgie Fletcher, Earl & Jean Forman,
Dutchess Gattis, Mary Jacobsen, Joanne
Jenkins, Helen Kessenich, Joan Kindt, Mary
Larsen, Joy Moore, Bill Morgan, Ralph
Norsworthy, Joy Pierson, Darlene Purdom,
Penny Rahmeyer, Jean Rayner, Connie
Reimer, Barbara Rudé, Claudine Schultz,
Mary Schultz, Bill & Gerri Stoodley, Norma
Vinsonhaler, and Gertie Wissinger.

TFB Tithes
& Offerings
Congratulations to all!

Thank you for giving approximately
$69,250 in the month of April.
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Three boys are in the school yard bragging about their fathers. The first boy says,
“My Dad scribbles a few words on a piece of paper. He calls it a poem and they give
him $50.”
The second boy says, “My Dad scribbles a few words on a piece of paper. He calls
it a song and they give him $100.
The third boy says, “I’ve got you both beat. My Dad scribbles a few words on a
piece of paper. He calls it a sermon, and it takes eight people to collect all the money!”
Copied
When a young grandson asked his grandfather how old he was, the grandfather
teasingly replied, “I’m not sure.”
“Look in your underwear, Grandpa,” he advised. “Mine says I’m 4 to 6.”
When Billy and his grandfather entered the vacation cabin, they kept the lights off
until they were inside to keep from attracting pesky insects. Still, a few fireflies
followed them in. Noticing them before his grandpa did, Billy whispered, “It’s no use
Grandpa. Now the mosquitoes are coming after us with flashlights.”
“A merry heart does good, like medicine” (Proverbs 17:22, NKJV).

